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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


How Waco Went Wrong 

By Malcolm Gladwell 

“A Journey to Waco,” Clyde 
Doyle’s memoir, is an account of what 
it means to be a religious radical—to 
worship on the fringes of Christianity. 
Doyle takes the story from his 
childhood in Australia through 1993, 
when some eighty armed agents of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms raided the Mount Carmel 
community, in an effort to serve a 
search and arrest warrant on its leader 
David Koresh, on suspicion of violating 
federal firearms rules. 

In the resulting gun battle, four 
A.T.F. agents and six Davidians were 
killed. The F.B.I. was called in. The 
Davidian property was surrounded. An 
army of trained negotiators were flown 
to the scene, and for the next fifty-one 
days the two sides talked day and night 
with the highlights of their 
conversations broadcast around the 
world. The Waco standoff was one of 
the most public conversations in the 
history of American law enforcement, 
and the question Doyle poses in his 
memoir is how a religious community 
could go to such lengths to explain 
itself to such little effect. 

The Branch Davidians 
belonged to the religious tradition that 
sees Christ’s return to earth and the 
establishment of a divine Kingdom as 
imminent. They were millennialists. 

Of all mainstream American 
churches the Seventh-Day Adventists 
have the strongest millennial tradition. 
The Church—which has around 
eighteen million adherents worldwide— 
was formed by nineteenth-century 
evangelist William Miller, who 
prophesied that the world would end in 
1843. During the next century, the 
Adventist community produced one 
“inspired interpreter” after another 


including Victor Houteff who broke 
away to start the Branch Davidian 
movement at Mount Carmel. 

David Koresh was born in 
Flouston in 1959, to a fifteen-year-old 
single mother. He arrived at Mount 
Carmel at the age of twenty-two— 
another in the long line of disenchanted 
Seventh-Day Adventists in search of a 
purer church. When it came to the Bible 
he was without peer. 

Koresh’s focus, like that of 
many millennialists, was the Book of 
Revelation—in particular, the difficult 
passages concerning the Seven Seals. 
There God is described as holding a 
scroll, locked by seven seals, on which 
is written prophecies about the end of 
time. “Who is worthy to open the book, 
and to loose the seals thereof?” the 
passage asks. The answer given is “the 
Lamb.” But who was the Lamb? 

Koresh’s answer was simple: 
he was the Lamb. This exalted station 
was how he justified his most 
controversial practice—taking 

numerous “spiritual wives” from among 
the daughters and wives of his 
followers. At least a couple of these 
“wives” were reportedly as young as 
twelve and thirteen. Psalm 45 speaks 
of a great king, anointed by God, who 
marries many princesses and creates a 
mighty dynasty that will one day 
command the world, and Koresh 
argued that his “spiritual wives” had 
been taken in fulfillment of that 
prophecy. 

The F.B.I., to justify its 
decision to bring about a sudden and 
violent end to the siege, believed that 
the Branch Davidians were 
dangerously in the thrall of Koresh; it 
feared a catastrophic act like the mass 
suicide, in 1978, in Guyana, of the cult 
leader Jim Jones and his followers in 


the People’s Temple. But the Davidians 
weren’t like the People’s Temple. 

They did not worship Koresh, 
the way you would a deity. He was just 
the latest of many teachers. 

The second problem with the 
way the F.B.I. viewed the Branch 
Davidians was the fact that the agents 
could not accept that such beliefs—as 
eccentric as they were—were matters 
of principle. During the siege, two of the 
leaders of the F.B.I. team referred to 
Koresh’s theology as “Bible-babble” 
and called him a “self-centered liar,” 
“coward,” “phony messiah,” “child 
molester,” “con-man,” “cheap thug who 
interprets the Bible through the barrel 
of a gun,” “delusional,” “egotistical,” and 
“fanatic.” 

In the government’s eyes, the 
Branch Davidians were a threat. The 
bureau trained spotlights on the 
property and set up giant speakers that 
blasted noise day and night—the sound 
of “rabbits being killed, warped-up 
music, Nancy Sinatra singing These 
Boots Are Made for Walking,’ Tibetan 
monks chanting, Christmas carols, 
telephones ringing, reveille.” Doyle 
writes, “I got to where I was only getting 
about an hour or two of sleep every 
twenty-four hours.” 

Outside the complex, the 
F.B.I. assembled ten Bradley tanks, 
two Abrams tanks, four combat¬ 
engineering vehicles, six hundred and 
sixty-eight agents in addition to six U.S. 
Customs officers, fifteen U.S. Army 
personnel, thirteen members of the 
Texas National Guard, thirty-one Texas 
Rangers, a hundred and thirty-one 
officers from the Texas Department of 
Public Safety, seventeen from the 
McLennan County sheriff’s office, and 
eighteen Waco police, for a total of 
eight hundred and ninety-nine people. 







Standard negotiation practice 
is based on the idea that, through 
sufficient patience and reason, a 
deranged husband or a cornered bank 
robber can be moved from emotionality 
to rationality. Negotiation is an exercise 
in pragmatism—in bargaining over a 
series of concrete objectives: If you 
give up one of your weapons, I will 
bring you water. When this approach 
failed, the F.B.I. threw up its hands. In 
bureau parlance, the situation became 
“non-negotiable.” What more could the 
bureau have done? “I guess we could 
have fenced it off and called it a federal 
prison,” Bob Ricks, one of the lead 
F.B.I. agents during the siege, said last 
year in an interview. 

But, as the conflict-studies 
scholar Jayne Docherty argues, the 
techniques that work on bank robbers 
don’t work on committed believers. 
There was no pragmatism hidden 
below a layer of posturing, lies, and 
grandiosity. 

To the F.B.I. agent, Mount 
Carmel was a hostage situation, and 
the purpose of the “negotiation” was to 
get the man behind the barricade to 
release some of his captives. But they 
were there of their own free will, to 
learn the prophecies of Revelation. 
How could he release people whom he 
was not holding in the first place? 

On one occasion, the 
Davidians asked the F.B.I. to bring milk 
for their children. F.B.I.: We got the milk 
for you . . . we’ll bring the milk down. 
We’ll drop it off. . . . In return, we want 
four of your kids to come up, and we’re 
going to give you the milk for the kids. 

This is how negotiations are 
supposed to work: tit for tat. But what 
proposal could have been more 
offensive and perplexing to a Branch 
Davidian? The bureau wanted to 
separate children from their parents 
and extract them from the community 
to which they belonged in exchange for 
milk. 

Not long after the Waco siege 
began, James Tabor, the Biblical 
scholar, heard David Koresh on CNN 
talking about the Seven Seals. Tabor is 
an expert on Biblical apocalypticism 
and recognized the Branch Davidians 
for what they were—a community 
immersed in the world of the Old 
Testament prophets. He contacted a 
fellow religious scholar, Phillip Arnold, 
and together they went to the F.B.I. “It 
became clear to me that neither the 
officials in charge nor the media who 
were sensationally reporting the sexual 
escapades of David Koresh had a clue 
about the biblical world which this 
group inhabited,” Tabor writes. 


Arnold and Tabor began 
discussions with Livingstone Fagan, a 
Branch Davidian who had been sent 
out of Mount Carmel early in the siege 
to act as a spokesman. Fagan helped 
Tabor and Arnold understand that 
Mount Carmel’s adherents thought they 
were living through the “fifth seal”—a 
late stage in the end of time, during 
which believers are asked to suffer 
through a round of bloodshed, to “wait 
a little season,” and then to suffer a 
second round. 

This was why the Davidians 
wouldn’t leave. They had been through 
the first round of violence, with the 
initial A.T.F. raid. Now they were doing 
as they believed the Bible compelled 
them to do—waiting. “We were 
fascinated by the way in which the 
literal words of this text dominated the 
entire situation,” Tabor writes. But they 
also saw the peril ahead—the promised 
second round of bloodshed. “Might they 
not provoke a violent end to things 
simply because they felt it was the 
predetermined will of God, moving 
things along to the sixth seal, which 
was the great Judgment Day of God?” 
Tabor asks. 

Koresh needed another way 
to make sense of the prophecies in the 
Book of Revelation, so that a violent 
end was not preordained. Tabor and 
Arnold made a tape—a long, technical 
discussion of an alternative reading of 
Revelation—aired it on the radio, and 
sent it to Koresh. Koresh was 
persuaded. “I am presently being 
permitted to document in structured 
form the decoded messages of the 
seven seals,” he wrote back. “Upon the 
completion of this task, I will be freed of 
my waiting period. ... As soon as I can 
see that people like Jim Tabor and Phil 
Arnold have a copy, I will come out and 
then you can do your thing with this 
beast.” 

Inside Mount Carmel, Doyle 
writes, there was rejoicing. Soon they 
would all come out together, and the 
ordeal would be over. The F.B.I., 
however, remained skeptical. 

F.B.I.: I’m asking you, “When 
that is finished, are you telling me that 
you are coming out the next day, or two 
hours after you send that out or what?” 

That conversation took place 
on Friday, April 16th. Doyle says that 
he thinks Koresh would have finished 
the manuscript within two weeks. The 
F.B.I. waited three days. By the 
morning of April 19th, the F.B.I.’s tanks 
rumbled up to the Mount Carmel 
buildings, and punched holes in the 
walls with their mechanical arms. Some 
four hundred cannisters of CS gas— 
which can be flammable under certain 


conditions—were shot into enclosed 
spaces lit by candles and Coleman 
lanterns. Walls were rammed, sending 
huge chunks of concrete crashing 
down on those huddled inside. Doyle 
and a group of nine or ten people had 
been clustered in a passage at the 
back of the chapel when, suddenly, he 
says, everything turned black. He saw 
a hole in the wall, and crawled toward 
it. 

Outside, the F.B.I. agents 
manning the loudspeaker system were 
chanting: “David, you have had your 
fifteen minutes of fame. [Koresh] is 
finished. He is no longer the Messiah.” 
Doyle continues, “I looked at myself. 
My jacket was melting all over me and 
smoking. The skin was rolling off my 
hands. It was not blistering, it was just 
rolling off. The thought that went 
through my head was: No one is 
coming out of there now.” 

In the fire, Koresh and 
seventy-three others perished, 
including twenty-five children. 

Doyle writes: "I came out the 
little driveway on the side of the 
building and got onto the main 
driveway that ran along the front of the 
building. As I turned the corner....one 
of the agents was cussing me out, 
telling me if I made a false move he 
was going to blow my so-and-so head 
off. But he said: you’re gonna 
remember this day for the rest of your 
life. I thought: at least that is a true 
statement." 

— The New Yorker 24 March 14 

FBI Conducted 100s of Raids 
in Middle East 

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation formed an alliance with 
Joint Special Operations Command 
(JSOC) and deployed agents in 
hundreds of raids conducted as part of 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
according to an April 10 report from 
The Washington Post. 

JSOC, an elite military unit 
which retired General Barry McCaffrey 
has referred to as the “most dangerous 
people on the face of the earth,” used 
the FBI to exploit “digital media and 
other materials to locate insurgents and 
detect plots, including any against the 
U.S.” In return, the FBI “could preserve 
evidence and maintain a chain of 
custody should any suspect be 
transferred to the U.S. for trial.” 

The agents came from the 
FBI’s Hostage and Rescue Team 
(HRT). The FBI has trained with Navy 
SEALs at the Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group, in Dam Neck, 
Virginia. They’ve “completed the diving 




phase of SEAL training in Coronado, 
California.” HRT deployed to Panama 
prior to US intervention in 1989. They 
also were part of the “1993 botched 
assault on the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco, Texas” and 
operations against a “white separatist 
compound” in Ruby Ridge, Idaho. 

-- Kevin Gosztola, The Dissenter 12 
April 14 

Fortune 100 Companies 
Received $1.2 Trillion in 
Corporate Welfare 

A new venture called Open 
the Books found that between 2000 
and 2012, the top Fortune 100 
companies received $1.2 trillion from 
the federal government. That doesn't 
include all the billions of dollars doled 
out to housing, auto and banking 
enterprises in 2008-2009, nor does it 
include ethanol subsidies to 
agribusiness or tax breaks for wind 
turbine makers. 

The most valuable contracts 
were for military procurement deals, 
including Lockheed Martin ($392 
billion), General Dynamics ($170 
billion), and United Technologies ($73 
billion). 

After military contractors, 
$21.8 billion was granted in the form of 
direct subsidies; literally transfers of 
cash from the pockets of Americans to 
major corporations. The biggest 
winners were General Electric ($380 
million), General Motors ($370 million), 
Boeing ($264 million), Archer Daniels 
Midland (ADM) ($174 million) and 
United Technologies ($160 million). 

$8.5 billion in federally 
subsidized loans were also doled out to 
Chevron and Exxon Mobil, and $1 
billion went to agri-business ADM. 

Of course, the banks also got 
their piece of the pie: $10 billion in 
federal insurance went to Bank of 
America, Citigroup, Wells Fargo, 
JPMorgan Chase, not including the 
2008 bailout money. Walmart enjoyed 
its share of federal insurance backing 
as well. 

As Open the Books founder 
Adam Andrzejewski put it: "Mitt 
Romney had it wrong: When it comes 
to the Fortune 100, it's 99%, not 47%, 
on some form of the government's 
gravy train." 

-- AlterNet.org, March 19, 2019 

Women and Guns, Women and 
Freedom 

By Claire Wolfe 

Every individual who stands up 
and says, "It's my responsibility to 
defend myself, my family, and my 


community" is a potential friend of 
freedom, regardless of their sex, gender 
identity, age, politics, skin color, religion, 
or anything else. The very act of 
acknowledging such an enormous 
individual responsibility (and proud 
individual ability) is huge. 

It's an amazing leap from 
dependence to independence. 

But I fear that a lot of the new 
women who are buying guns, taking 
training, and enjoying the skills and 
thrills of shooting sports haven't (yet) 
grasped the bigger implications of their 
choices. That is, they still have a ways 
to go before they understand that guns 
don't merely protect people; they 
potentially protect freedom. Without 
greater understanding of history, of the 
principles of liberty, and of the Bill of 
Rights, many of these women may go 
no farther than they already have. 

I know that, at this point, most 
JPFO members and active supporters 
are men. Here, too, we women are in 
the minority. And that's fine. Equality of 
opportunity doesn't have to lead to 
equality of results (no matter what some 
scary politicians and bureaucrats think). 

But those millions of women 
now purchasing their first gun, going on 
their first hunt, shopping for concealed 
carry gear on Amazon.com, or venturing 
into the kind of hard-core training -- 
they're all potential allies in the fight 
against tyranny and for liberty. That 
fight, we should never forget, is first and 
foremost a fight for hearts and minds. 

You guys of JPFO? You're the 
fathers or husbands or brothers or 
friends or boyfriends or grandfathers of 
these young women. You mean 
something to them. They mean 
something to you. V\/e mean something 
to you. You mean something to us. 

So — you guys, you men who 
stand for freedom — if you know a 
woman who's just getting into guns but 
hasn't yet made the leap to 
understanding why guns in the hands of 
free people really, truly matter, offer her 
knowledge. 

Send her to JPFO's Bill of 
Rights pages. Invite her to read Richard 
W. Stevens' classic essay, "The Six 
Things Americans Should Know About 
the Second Amendment." Email her a 
link to your favorite pro-rights article. 
Encourage her to sign up for daily JPFO 
alerts. 

Don't forget JPFO's reader- 
friendly Gran'Pa Jack booklets 
(including "Gun Control Kills Kids"). Or 
videos like 2nd A Today for the USA 
and the powerful Innocents Betrayed, 
which shows the heartbreaking 
connection between gun control and 


genocide. A gift membership could be a 
good thing, too. 

You men and women of JPFO: 
do a girlfriend (or a daughter or a 
granddaughter or a neighbor) a favor. 
Do freedom a favor. Give some budding 
shooter a high five - and then give her a 
chance to advance into the wide, 
wonderful world in which firearms -- and 
knowledge -- are tools for building 
freedom. - April 6, 2014 

-- Jews for the Preservation of 
Firearms Ownership, P.O. Box 270143, 
Hartford, Wl 53027 

Climate change nothing to do 
with humans 

Recent satellite evidence from 
the Japanese climate satellite IBUKU 
shows that the carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere is coming from 
temperature-induced high vegetation 
equatorial regions of the earth and not 
from human use of fossil fuels in 
Europe, UK or US. 

As a result Japan has 
abandoned its carbon targets, as also 
have Australia, Poland, Russia and 
Canada. 

The carbon dioxide is also from 
de-gassing out of the oceans due to the 
warming effects of the Medieval Warm 
Period (1000AD-1300AD). It takes 
hundreds of years for the oceans to 
warm and release carbon dioxide. 

By contrast ground-based 
temperature stations have been 
maliciously interfered with. 

Temperatures before 1998 from 
recording stations have been reduced 
while temperatures after 1998 from 
stations have been deliberately 
increased, all to give the unwary the 
impression of warming. 

This has been fully 
documented by evidence to the House 
of Lords economic committee and by 
the WUWT climate science blog. 

The small rise in temperature 
over the last few decades has been due 
to the earth coming out of the Little Ice 
Age which ended in 1850. It has nothing 
to do with humans 

Present levels of carbon 
dioxide are not dangerous; in fact, they 
are too low (only about 0.04% of the 
atmosphere). 

Carbon dioxide is a gas we all 
need to survive and if it gets too low we 
humans will die. 

Plants are already struggling. 
Proxies such as ice cores measured by 
scientists show that temperature and 
carbon dioxide levels have been much 
higher in the past. 

The changing sun means the 
earth is headed for a new ice age. 




It is the sun that is affecting the 
jet stream. 

Professor Matt Collins of 
Exeter University, a top Met office 
scientist, said recently that the present 
floods in England have nothing to do 
with global warming. 

The most recent ITV poll 
shows that over 65 per cent of people in 
Britain do not believe that humans are 
causing climate change. They are right! 

Terri Jackson, Membership 
Secretary, Principia Scientific 
International (PSI) 

— www.newsletter.co.uk, Mar. 19, 2014 

SWAT Teams Deployed 50,000 
Times in US 

Civil libertarians such as 
Radley Balko, the author of “Rise of the 
Warrior Cop”, fret that the American 
police are becoming too much like 
soldiers. Special Weapons and Tactics 
(SWAT) teams (ie, paramilitary police 
units) were first formed to deal with 
violent civil unrest and life-threatening 
situations: shoot-outs, rescuing 

hostages, serving high-risk warrants and 
entering barricaded buildings, for 
instance. Their mission has crept. 

Peter Kraska, a professor at 
Eastern Kentucky University’s School of 
Justice Studies, estimates that SWAT 
teams were deployed about 3,000 times 
in 1980 but are now used around 50,000 
times a year. Some cities use them for 
routine patrols in high-crime areas. 
Baltimore and Dallas have used them to 
break up poker games; New Haven, 
Connecticut to raid a bar suspected of 
serving under-age drinkers; Orlando, 
Florida to arrest 34 people for “barbering 
without a licence”. 

He estimates that 89% of 
police departments serving American 
cities with more than 50,000 people had 
SWAT teams in the late 1990s. By 2007 
more than 80% of police departments in 
cities with between 25,000 and 50,000 
people had them (there are around 
18,000 state and local police agencies 
in America, compared with fewer than 
100 in Britain). 

The number of SWAT 
deployments soared even as violent 
crime fell. And although in recent years 
crime rates have risen in smaller 
American cities, Mr Kraska writes that 
the rise in small-town SWAT teams was 
driven not by need, but by fear of being 
left behind. 

The courts have smiled on 
SWAT raids. They often rely on “no¬ 
knock” warrants, which authorise police 
to force their way into a home without 
announcing themselves. This was once 
considered constitutionally dubious. But 


the Supreme Court has ruled that police 
may enter a house without knocking if 
they have “a reasonable suspicion” that 
announcing their presence would be 
dangerous or allow the suspect to 
destroy evidence (for example, by 
flushing drugs down the toilet). 

Often these no-knock raids 
take place at night, accompanied by 
“flash-bang” grenades designed 
temporarily to blind, deafen and confuse 
their targets. They can go horribly 
wrong: Mr Balko has found more than 
50 examples of innocent people who 
have died as a result of botched SWAT 
raids. 

Householders, on hearing the 
door being smashed down, sometimes 
reach for their own guns. In 2006 
Kathryn Johnston, a 92-year-old woman 
in Atlanta, mistook the police for robbers 
and fired a shot from an old pistol. 
Police shot her five times, killing her. 
After the shooting they planted 
marijuana in her home. It later emerged 
that they had falsified the information 
used to obtain their no-knock warrant. 

Federal cash—first to wage 
war on drugs, then on terror—has paid 
for much of the heavy weaponry used 
by SWAT teams. Between 2002 and 
2011 the Department of Homeland 
Security disbursed $35 billion to state 
and local police. Also, the Pentagon 
offers surplus military kit to police 
departments. According to Mr Balko, by 
2005 it had provided such gear to more 
than 17,000 law-enforcement agencies. 

These programmes provide 
useful defensive equipment, such as 
body armour and helmets. But it is hard 
to see why Keene, a small town in New 
Hampshire which had three homicides 
between 1999 and 2012, spent nearly 
$286,000 on an armoured personnel- 
carrier known as a BearCat. The local 
police chief said it would be used to 
patrol Keene’s “Pumpkin Festival and 
other dangerous situations”. 

SWAT raids can be profitable. 
Rules on civil asset-forfeiture allow the 
police to seize anything which they can 
plausibly claim was the proceeds of a 
crime. Crucially, the property-owner 
need not be convicted of that crime. If 
the police find drugs in his house, they 
can take his cash and possibly the 
house, too. He must sue to get them 
back. 

Many police departments now 
depend on forfeiture for a fat chunk of 
their budgets. In 1986, its first year of 
operation, the federal Asset Forfeiture 
Fund held $93.7m. By 2012, that and 
the related Seized Asset Deposit Fund 
held nearly $6 billion. 

Mr Balko contends that these 
forfeiture laws provide a perverse 


incentive for police to focus on drug- 
related crimes, which “come with a 
potential kickback to the police 
department”, rather than rape and 
murder investigations, which do not. 

Kara Dansky of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, who is overseeing 
a study into police militarisation, notices 
a more martial tone in recent years in 
the materials used to recruit and train 
new police officers. A recruiting video in 
Newport Beach, California, for instance, 
shows officers loading assault rifles, 
firing weapons, chasing suspects, 
putting people in headlocks and 
releasing snarling dogs. 

But does it attract the right sort 
of recruit, or foster the right attitude 
among serving officers? Mr Balko cites 
the T-shirts that some off-duty cops 
wear as evidence of a culture that 
celebrates violence (“We get up early to 
beat the crowds”; “You huff and you puff 
and we’ll blow your door down”). 

Others retort that Mr Balko and 
his allies rely too much on cherry-picked 
examples of raids gone wrong. 

It would be easier to determine 
who is right if police departments 
released more information about how 
and how often they deploy SWAT 
teams. But most are extremely cagey. 

Imminent threats to human life 
require a swift, forceful response. That, 
say critics, is what SWAT teams should 
be used for: not for serving warrants on 
people suspected of nonviolent crimes, 
breaking up poker games or seeing that 
the Pumpkin Festival doesn’t get out of 
hand. — The Economist 26 March 14 

NSA Confirms Warrantless 
Searches of Americans 

US intelligence chiefs have 
confirmed that the National Security 
Agency has used a "back door" in 
surveillance law to perform warrantless 
searches on Americans’ 

communications. 

The NSA's collection programs 
are ostensibly targeted at foreigners, but 
in August the Guardian revealed a 
secret rule change allowing NSA 
analysts to search for Americans' details 
within the databases. 

Now, in a letter to Senator Ron 
Wyden, an Oregon Democrat on the 
intelligence committee, the director of 
national intelligence, James Clapper, 
has confirmed for the first time the use 
of this legal authority to search for data 
related to “US persons”. 

The legal authority to perform 
the searches, revealed in top-secret 
NSA documents provided to the 
Guardian by Edward Snowden, was 




denounced by Wyden as a “backdoor 
search loophole.” 

Many of the NSA's most 
controversial programs collect 
information under the law affected by 
the so-called loophole. These include 
Prism, which allows the agency to 
collect data from Google, Apple, 
Facebook, Yahoo and other tech 
companies, and the agency's Upstream 
program - a huge network of internet 
cable taps. 

Clapper did not disclose how 
many warrantless searches had been 
performed by the NSA. 

“When it comes to telephone 
calls, nobody is listening to your 
telephone calls. That’s not what this 
program’s about,” Obama said. “What 
the intelligence community is doing is 
looking at phone numbers and durations 
of calls. They are not looking at people’s 
names, and they’re not looking at 
content.” 

Obama was referring 

specifically to the bulk collection of US 
phone records, but his answer 
misleadingly suggested that the NSA 
could not examine Americans’ phone 
calls and emails. 

Wyden and Colorado 

Democrat Mark Udall failed in 2012 to 
persuade their fellow Senate intelligence 
committee members to prevent such 
warrantless searches. 

Dianne Feinstein, the California 
Democrat who chairs the committee, 
defended the practice, and argued that it 
did not violate the act’s “reverse 
targeting” prohibition on using NSA’s 
vast powers to collect content on 
Americans. 

“The Department of Justice 
and the intelligence community 
reaffirmed that any queries made of 
Section 702 data will be conducted in 
strict compliance with applicable 
guidelines and procedures, and do not 
provide a means to circumvent the 
general requirement to obtain a court 
order before targeting a US person 
under Fisa,” Feinstein said. 

Section 702 of the Fisa 
Amendments Act allows for the 
collection of communications - content 
and metadata alike - without individual 
warrants, so long as there is a 
reasonable belief the communications 
are both foreign and overseas. 

The communications of 
Americans in direct contact with foreign 
targets can also be collected without a 
warrant, and the intelligence agencies 
acknowledge that purely domestic 
communications can also be 
inadvertently swept into its databases. 
That process is known as "incidental 
collection". 


Initially, NSA rules on such 
data prevented the databases being 
searched for any details relating to "US 
persons" - that is, citizens or residents 
of the US. However, in October 2011 
the Fisa court allowed the agency to 
search for US person data, a revelation 
contained in documents revealed by 
Snowden. 

The ruling appears to give the 
agency free access to search for 
information relating to US people within 
its vast databases, though not to 
specifically collect information against 
US citizens in the first place. However, 
until the DNI's disclosure to Wyden, it 
was not clear whether the NSA had ever 
actually used these powers. 

On Tuesday, Wyden and Udall 
said the NSA’s warrantless searches of 
Americans’ emails and phone calls “is 
unacceptable. It raises serious 
constitutional questions, and poses a 
real threat to the privacy rights of law- 
abiding Americans. If a government 
agency thinks that a particular American 
is engaged in terrorism or espionage, 
the fourth amendment requires that the 
government secure a warrant or 
emergency authorisation before 
monitoring his or her communications. 
This fact should be beyond dispute.” 

The two senators in a joint 
statement continued: “Today’s 

admission by the Director of National 
Intelligence is further proof that 
meaningful surveillance reform must 
include closing the back-door searches 
loophole and requiring the intelligence 
community to show probable cause 
before deliberately searching through 
data collected under section 702 to find 
the communications of individual 
Americans.” -- Guardian UK, 02 April 14 

Sen. Harry Reid Behind BLM 
Land Grab of Bundy Ranch 

By Kit Daniels 

The Bureau of Land 
Management, whose director was Sen. 
Harry Reid’s (D-Nev.) former senior 
adviser, has purged documents from its 
web site stating that the agency wants 
Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy’s cattle 
off of the land his family has worked for 
over 140 years in order to make way 
for solar panel power stations. 

Deleted from BLM.gov but 
reposted for posterity by the Free 
Republic, the BLM document entitled 
“Cattle Trespass Impacts” directly 
states that Bundy’s cattle “impacts” 
solar development, more specifically 
the construction of “utility-scale solar 
power generation facilities” on “public 
lands.” 


“Non-Governmental 

Organizations have expressed concern 
that the regional mitigation strategy for 
the Dry Lake Solar Energy Zone 
utilizes Gold Butte as the location for 
offsite mitigation for impacts from solar 
development, and that those 
restoration activities are not durable 
with the presence of trespass cattle,” 
the document states. 

Another BLM report entitled 
“Regional Mitigation Strategy for the 
Dry Lake Solar Energy Zone” (BLM 
Technical Note 444) reveals that 
Bundy’s land in question is within the 
“Dry Lake Solar Energy Zone and 
surrounding area” which is part of a 
broad U.S. Department of Energy 
program for “Solar Energy 
Development in Six Southwestern 
States” on land “managed” by BLM. 

“In 2012, the BLM and the 
U.S. Department of Energy published 
the Final Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Statement (PEIS) for Solar 
Energy Development in Six 
Southwestern States,” the report reads. 
“The Final Solar Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement 
assessed the impact of utility-scale 
solar energy development on public 
lands in the six southwestern states of 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, 
New Mexico, and Utah.” 

Back in 2012, the New 
American reported that Harry Reid’s 
son, Rory Reid, was the chief 
representative for a Chinese energy 
firm planning to build a $5-billion solar 
plant on public land in Laughlin, 
Nevada. 

And journalist Marcus Stern 
with Reuters also reported that Sen. 
Reid was heavily involved in the deal 
as well. “[Reid] and his oldest son, 
Rory, are both involved in an effort by a 
Chinese energy giant, ENN Energy 
Group, to build a $5 billion solar farm 
and panel manufacturing plant in the 
southern Nevada desert,” he wrote. 
“Reid has been one of the project’s 
most prominent advocates, helping 
recruit the company during a 2011 trip 
to China and applying his political 
muscle on behalf of the project in 
Nevada.” 

“His son, a lawyer with a 
prominent Las Vegas firm that is 
representing ENN, helped it locate a 
9,000-acre (3,600-hectare) desert site 
that it is buying well below appraised 
value from Clark County, where Rory 
Reid formerly chaired the county 
commission.” 

Although these reports are in 
plain view, the mainstream media has 
so far ignored this link. 




The BLM’s official reason for 
encircling the Bundy family with sniper 
teams and helicopters was to protect 
the endangered desert tortoise. 

“A tortoise isn’t the reason 
why BLM is harassing a 67 year-old 
rancher; they want his land,” journalist 
Dana Loesch wrote. “The tortoise 
wasn’t of concern when [U.S. Senator] 
Harry Reid worked with BLM to literally 
change the boundaries of the tortoise’s 
habitat to accommodate the 
development of his top donor, Harvey 
Whittemore.” 

“Reid is accused of using the 
new BLM chief as a puppet to control 
Nevada land (already over 84% of 
which is owned by the federal 
government) and pay back special 
interests,” she added. “BLM has proven 
that they’ve a situational concern for 
the desert tortoise as they’ve had no 
problem waiving their rules concerning 
wind or solar power development. 
Clearly these developments have 
vastly affected a tortoise habitat more 
than a century-old, quasi-homesteading 
grazing area.” 

“If only Cliven Bundy were a 
big Reid donor.” 

- lnfowars.com April 11,2014 

Kansas Jewish facility 
shootings show "Never Again" 
must be more than words 

By David Codrea, JFPO writer 
contributor 

The twisted monster (who will 
remain nameless) who (allegedly) killed 
a grandfather and his grandson at the 
Jewish Community Center in Overland 
Park, KS (4/13/14), and a woman 
visiting her mother at the nearby Village 
Shalom assisted living facility, had no 
way of knowing his victims weren't 
Jewish. His choice of locations to attack 
the day before Passover, combined with 
a documented history of anti-Semitic 
vitriol, and his shouting "Heil Hitler!" 
from a police car following his arrest 
pretty clearly demonstrate someone with 
a hatred of the Jewish people. 

He also had good reason to 
suspect his target locations would offer 
slim resistance. A phone call to the 
Jewish Center went unanswered due to 


the Passover holiday, but a call to 
Village Shalom confirmed they are 
posted "No Guns." A follow-up visit this 
morning showed both facilities are 
posted. Such signs serve to establish a 
notice to those with evil intent that such 
facilities will likely not be armed. 

And while both facilities 
reportedly went into lockdown, there is 
apparently not much that could have 
been done to incapacitate him had the 
killer chosen to gain entry. 

In Village Shalom's job posting 
for a "security officer," practiced use of a 
firearm is nowhere mentioned, nor is 
firearms training and certification listed 
under required qualifications. 

A cultural norm of disarmament 
prevailed, and it was not until the 
suspect had completed his attacks and 
left that he was apprehended. 

The suspect, apprehended with 
"several weapons, including a handgun 
and a shotgun," was also reportedly 
"convicted of a federal felony on 
weapons charges in the 1980s." 

That means he is a "prohibited 
person," barred by law from so much as 
touching a gun, let alone possessing 
and carrying one. That such edicts 
never stop those intent on evil seems 
lost on doctrinaire gun rights prevention 
advocates. 

What does [stop those intent 

on evil]? 

Something all too few Jewish 
leaders, from the ADL to local temples 
seem willing to advocate, and which all 
too many of them disparage — an armed 
response. These are the opinion-makers 
the late Aaron Zelman, founder of Jews 
for the Preservation of Firearms 
Ownership called "bagel brained," for 
embracing the very laws that ensure a 
government monopoly of violence. 

And by aligning themselves 
with "progressive" politicians and 
causes, such individuals and the groups 
they represent are guilty of promulgating 
another significant denial of reality when 
they portray Nazis [who identified 
themselves as socialists] as "right wing 
extremists" and condemn liberty-minded 
gun rights advocates as their ideological 
equivalents, and as "haters." 

The only way to prevent group 
identity-based extermination, on the 


individual and societal levels, is for 
members of that group to have the 
means to defend themselves. That's the 
only way words like "Never again" will 
ever be more than a hollow platitude. 

David Codrea is a field editor at 
GUNS Magazine, penning their monthly 
Rights Watch column 

-JFPO April 16, 2014 

USPS Joins in Ammo 
Purchases 

By Cheryl K. Crumley 

Add the U.S. Postal Service 
to the list of federal agencies seeking to 
purchase what some Second 
Amendment activists say are 
alarmingly large quantities of 
ammunition. 

Jake McGuigan, a director 
with the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, said federal ammunition 
purchases have sparked conspiracy- 
type fears among gun owners, who 
worry that the federal government is 
trying to crack down on Second 
Amendment rights via the back door by 
limiting the ammo available to owners. 

It's not just the USPS that is 
stocking up on ammo. 

The Social Security 
Administration put in a request for 
174,000 rounds of ".357 Sig 125 grain 
bonded jacketed hollow-point" bullets. 

The Department of 
Agriculture is requesting 320,000 
rounds. More recently, the Department 
of Homeland Security raised eyebrows 
with its request for 450 million rounds 
— at about the same time the FBI 
separately sought 100 million hollow- 
point rounds. 

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration also 
requested 46,000 rounds. 

"Most of these agencies do 
have their own police forces," said Jim 
Wallace, executive director of the 
Massachusetts-based Gun Owners' 
Action League. 

That, perhaps more than 
federal ammunition purchases, is the 
larger issue, he suggested 

— www.newsmax.com 15 April 2014 




NJM, P.O. Box 10176, Trenton New Jersey 08650 


Newsletter Subscription - Donation $10.00 

Cash or Blank Money Order Only 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 


ISSN 1523-4657 

www.nimilitia.org 

info@njmilitia.org 
walnorfS), keenandbeararms.com 

Middlesex County, Art (732) 607-0833 

Morris County, Bill (973) 361-3241 

Johnson County, TX, Earl (817) 783-2375 

Wake County, NC, Dave (919) 295-4008 

























